PARIS, May 29 (Reuter) - The European Union will get a foretaste of its crowded future next month when 
leaders of 11 East European and Mediterranean candidate nations join the 15 existing members at summit talks 
in the French resort of Cannes. New conservative French President Jacques Chirac invited the long list of guests 


to underline his commitment to the enlargement of the EU, French officials said on Monday. 


Presidential spokeswoman Catherine Colonna listed the countries as Cyprus, Malta, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia. The EU should have concluded 


association agreements with all three Baltic states in time for Cannes, he said. 


LITHUANIAN PRESIDENT ON SEA BORDER WITH LATVIA. Algirdas Brazauskas on 30 May told the 
Seimas that the memorandum on the sea border, signed by Latvia and Lithuania on 20 May, was not a legal 
document but only a recommendation. He said Foreign Minister Povilas Gylys and his deputy, Rimantas 
Sidlauskas, held talks in Riga on 29 May to ensure that Latvia interprets the memorandum the same way. 


Brazauskas refused to reveal the memorandum' s text but noted that it was short. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


SAN FRANCISCO, May 31 /PRNewswire/ -- The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has 
awarded a consortium headed by Bechtel's Research and Development (R&D) organization a three-year contract 
to help streamline the regulatory system and guide a general restructuring of the energy sectors of 11 countries 


in Central Europe, Eastern Europe, and the Baltics. 


"Our goal is to bring about changes in the individual countries' energy sectors in a number of ways -- from 
redesigning corporate systems to changing business attitudes and management styles," said a Bechtel 
spokesperson. "The idea is to assure that the regulatory process in each country allows market participants to 


make long-term capital and contractual commitments." 
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